The history of science and technology is almost ubiquitous in present-day China. It is a strongly institutionalized field, taught and researched at many universities and specialized institutes. In this essay I examine how the history of science and technology entered Chinese discourse during the beginning of the twentieth century. While related to earlier developments, especially to the theory of the Chinese origins of the Western sciences (Xixue zhongyuan shuo) during the late nineteenth century and the epistemic change in China during the first years of the twentieth century, I argue that the history of science and technology in China became a seriously researched subject only when it was integrated into a twofold discourse on identity. This discourse dealt, on the one hand, with national identity. China, aspiring to become a modern state, needed a past that could be linked with a Chinese modernity, and the history of Chinese science and technology was one means to achieve this. On the other hand, the professional identity of the newly formed group of scientists and engineers was also at stake. As in the West, Chinese scientists and engineers wanted to legitimize their professions and enhance their social positions by drawing attention to the importance of science and technology in the glorious Chinese past. I also show that Japan and the West were of considerable importance for the early phase of historiography of science and technology in China. They offered not only a blueprint and inspiration for the discourse but also research results, which in due time were naturalized and became an indispensable part of the Chinese discourse.
In this essay, I will make a first attempt to analyze the development of historiography of science and technology in China during the first half of the twentieth century. This might be considered a contribution toward filling a glaring lacuna in Chinese studies, for despite the large amount of research on the development of historiography in China, there is almost no research on the historiography of science and technology. In the view of many observers, the attention accorded to history of science and technology is mainly due to the work of Joseph Needham (1900 Needham ( -1995 . There indeed is no reason to question the immense importance of his work; it is necessary, however, to understand that Needham's preoccupation with the topic was closely linked to the emergence of a discourse on the history of Chinese science and technology and that to quite some degree his work could profit from the results of the research of Western and Chinese historians and scientists.
Historiography of science and technology can be understood as an academic discipline. My goal in this essay, however, is not to provide a disciplinary history-although there is no doubt that such a history would be quite useful as well. Rather, I will look into the discourse on the history of Chinese science and technology as it has developed in China since the beginning of the twentieth century. It is my contention that the emergence of the historiography of Chinese science and technology needs to be understood as part of a number of larger developments:
1
The reception and appropriation of Western knowledge since the late imperial era. 2
The acceptance of the idea that science constitutes the "great denominator of nationhood."1 3
The desire to create a Chinese identity that, while tapping into the riches of the Chinese cultural tradition, embodied modernity-or as Schneider has put it in another context, "to be modern but to remain Chinese."2
The development of the historiography of Chinese science and technology touches upon other topics as well, particularly attempts to establish a relationship between China's natural environment and modern science-a practice called "tropicalization of science" by Prakash3-and the issue of the "indigenization" of science, which was related to the question of the professional identity of Chinese scientists. It should be noted here that in this essay I will refrain from differentiating between history of science and history of technology. In China since the beginning of the twentieth century, both fields are, in fact, quite often intermingled or at least treated together. More often than not, the generic designation kexueshi 科學史 (history of science) was, and is, employed for both.
The Notion of History of Science in Early Twentieth-Century China
The modern word for "history of science," kexueshi, entered China-as many other modern terms did-from Japan, during the first years of the twentieth century. While it is still unclear when the word was first used, we can be certain that early usage of the term and its predecessors referred, not to the Chinese technological and scientific tradition, but entirely to the West's historical experience in relationship to science and technology. One early example can be
